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VI SONER EURO NITRO CUP 2015 TOURNAMENT  

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 1.- GENERAL POINTS 

1.1.- The aim of these regulations is to establish the rules for the VI SONER EURO NITRO CUP 

(‘tournament’ from now on), organized by the company SONER S.L.  

 

1.2.- This tournament is an OPEN event; all those who wish to participate can register, with a maximum of 

120 boats. 

 

1.3.- All participants in the tournament must maintain a maximum respect for the rules of sportsmanship, 

for safety, and for the environment. 

 

1.4.- These rules and regulations are mandatory at all times, during fishing or boating, as are all the norms, 

rules, laws and certifications, both on a national and local level, under which this event is held. By entering 

the tournament, participants acknowledge that they accept and understand these rules and regulations, and 

acknowledge that complying with them is their sole responsibility, and that not doing so can lead to 

penalties imposed by the Tournament Committee.  

1.5.- Contestants must have all the required sports and administrative documentation and permits for boat 

fishing tournaments. The tournament organizers, judge or competent authorities can ask for this 

documentation at any time.  

 

1.6.- The organization is in charge of authorizing the boating license. 

 

1.7.- All vessels must comply with current boating and fishing regulations. 

 

1.8.- There will be no restrictions regarding hull size or horsepower, but every boat must have an aerated 

livewell with a water recirculation system to ensure that fish are kept in good conditions.  

  

1.9.- Each boat consists of a two-member team. However, it will be possible to register boats with just one 

angler, though the registration fees and awards will be the same as if it were a two-person team.   
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1.10.- The tournament will be held in two days, and both days have to be completed by the registered pair 

of anglers. Any changes in team members before day one starts must be reported to the Tournament 

Committee and approved by it after it studies the particular case. Such changes must be due to a justified 

cause and notified before the tournament starts. Once the tournament has started it will only be possible to 

substitute one of the members, with the permission of the organization, due to health reasons. 

 

1.11.- Only the registered pair of anglers is allowed on the boat; the only exceptions to this rule are those 

persons duly authorized by the organization, such as control judges, test judges, organization members, or 

authorized press members.  

1.12.- The Tournament Committee reserves the exclusive right to interpret these rules and regulations, and 

its decisions will be final. 

 

1.13.- The Tournament Committee is formed by the Tournament Director, the Tournament Judge and the 

SONER S.L. Representative.  

 

2.- FISHING  

2.1.- Black Bass (Micropterus Salmoides) is the qualifying fish species to be caught. The minimum length 

for weigh-in is 30 centimeters, total length.  

 

2.2.- Active boat fishing or shore fishing, as well as sailing are prohibited on the lake starting Monday, 14 

September 2015. 

 

2.3.- The limit is FIVE (5) fish per day. 

 

2.4.- No more than the FIVE (5) fish limit can be transported on the boat. 

 

2.5.- Fish caught must reach the dock aboard the boats. Any other procedure will result in disqualification 

of the boat for that day. 
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2.6.- All fish must be caught with the usual sports fishing methods, that is, alive and with just one hook per 

line. The use of multiple hooks (such as the “Alabama Rig”) is forbidden. Fishing theft is forbidden. 

 

2.7.- Fish must be alive and in good conditions when presented at the weigh station, and must be stored in 

adequate containers until weigh-in.   

 

2.8.- Dead or wounded fish will not be weighed, and this will result in penalties. 

 

2.9.- All fish must be released live, and the Tournament Committee may decide to penalize teams that 

present damaged or mistreated fish.  

 

2.10.- Catches made during the tournament and weigh-in will become property of the organization, and 

contestants will have no authority over them. Should a team catch a fish of large size or weight, it can be 

returned temporarily to the anglers for display. Fish will be kept in water tanks or pools installed for this 

purpose or in a big fish net in the lake, to ensure a proper recovery of the fish before they are returned to 

lake waters by control boats after weigh-in.   

  

2.11.- Only fishing from inside the boat is permitted. Boats can be anchored, docked, or moving with oars 

or electric motor.    

 

2.12.- Trolling or fishing from the shore is completely forbidden, but when fishing an electric motor is 

permitted. 

 

2.13.- Sounding lines are allowed, but the use of underwater vision fishing mechanisms is prohibited. 

 

3.- TOURNAMENT/BOATING 

3.1.- The tournament will be held at Cíjara Lake, which belongs to the Confederación Hidrográfica del 

Guadiana. Fishing is allowed on the whole lake except for the delimited areas (marked by red buoys placed 

by the organization and shown on the maps in the tournament website as well as in the printed map 

included in the documentation handed to each team).  
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3.2.- To speed up the process, boats will be launched from two areas: “Rampa A” and “Rampa B”. The 

organization will assign one or the other to each team based strictly on technical criteria: 

 “Rampa A” : Concrete ramp in the “La Fuente” esplanade, with battery charging dock and night 

surveillance, and;  

 “Rampa B” : Earth ramp with access from Poblado de Cíjara through Calle Virgen de Guadalupe.  
 

3.3.- Any team that, from force majeure circumstances or because it is a one-person team,  

needs help from the tournament staff to launch their boat and park their vehicle and trailer, must be at the 

ramp first thing in the morning when it opens, that is from 5:00 to 6:30, otherwise they will be aided when 

the rest of the boats have been launched.  

 

3.4.- Each participant will be given – aside from the start number to be placed in the rear part of their motor 

– another two small stickers that must be placed as follows: one on the top corner of the windshield at the 

driver’s side and the other on the trailer’s drawbar. The teams will be handed the tournament documents 

(control card/weigh-in forms) only when the stickers are correctly placed, be it on “Rampa A” or “Rampa 

B”.  

 

3.5- Tournament schedule: the tournament will be held on two consecutive days, unless special 

circumstances prevent it. Any schedule changes will be duly notified by the organization to all participants.   

 Day one: Saturday, 19 September 2015 from 8:00 to 18:00 (10 hours of fishing) 

• Day two: Sunday, 20 September 2015 from 8:00 to 16:00 (8 hours of fishing) 

 

3.6.- Take off: On day one the positions will be determined by number in ascending order starting with the 

first one assigned. The start number will be given to each team when the documentation is handed, on 

Friday, 18 September from 18:00 to 20:00, when the Captains meeting will take place. 

 

Take off order for day one will be determined by random draw at the offices of SONER S.L. in Las Rozas, 

Madrid, on Thursday, 10 September starting at 19:00, in the presence of at least five (5) representatives of 

the participating teams. Any participant or their representative is welcome to attend, giving prior notice to 

the organizing team. The process will be filmed and posted afterwards on the competition website and in 

social networks.  

On day two take off positions will be reversed with respect to day one. 

3.7.- Boats will take off one by one every 20 seconds.  
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3.7.1.- At 7:45 a.m. all the boats, already on the water in the “La Fuente” bay area, will approach “Control 

boat #1, which will give the way to groups of five (5) boats, in strict take off order, to approach “Control 

boat #2”. The maximum speed allowed during the whole process is 3 knots. Passing other boats is 

forbidden. 

 

3.7.2.- Once all the boats are in open lake waters, “Control boat #2” will give the start signal to each boat 

by take off order every 20 seconds.  

3.7.3.- If a boat suffers a mechanical failure or setback before reaching the start point, it will depart from 

the line and report the problem. 

 

3.8.- Boats will return gradually as well. 

 

3.8.1.- Upon arrival, boats will approach the control boat, which will be at the same location where the 

boats took off, duly identified, and it will supervise the arrival order and possible penalties. Participants 

must report whether they carry fish or not, and will proceed to the weigh station in groups of 5 boats.   

   

3.8.2.- Boats will sail at 3 knots, spanning the strait known as “zona de las canchas” towards the dock 

where an organization member will be waiting for them.   

 

3.8.2.1.- If no fish have been caught, once the control card has been handed to the organization member, 

the boat can head for the ramp area for exit.  

 

3.8.2.2.- If fish have been caught, an organization member will verify the fish declared at the control boat. 

A team from the tournament organization will be helping while the boat is retained and when one of the 

two team members proceeds to the weigh station.   

 

3.8.3.- The weigh station can be accessed only through the dock, and is strictly forbidden from anywhere 

else. Those participants reaching the tank areas from any other place will be disqualified from that day of 

the tournament.  

3.8.4.- On 20 September (day two) weigh in will start one hour earlier, that is, from 15:00 on, should some 

teams wish to leave sooner. In this case the boat will directly access the dock, where organization members 

will be waiting.  
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3.9.- Contestants that for whichever reason are unable to take off when signaled will yield their turn and 

depart last, though their return time will be same one that was allocated to them.   

 

3.10.- Intermediate weigh-in will take place during the two days of the tournament, starting at 11:30 and 

until 13:30 at the usual weigh station. The total number of fish per tournament day is five (5), so each team 

will need to total 5 fish in the overall count of the two weigh-ins of the same day. For instance, if a boat has 

presented two (2) fish for weigh-in in the morning, in the afternoon it can only present three (3) fish.  

 

3.11.- A team can use different boats on each day of the tournament. However, to change boats it must seek 

permission from the Tournament Committee or an authorized member of the same.  

 

3.12.- Once the competition has begun, team members must stay in the boat at all times. They can only 

leave the boat for force majeure causes and for a determined amount of time, returning to the boat as soon 

as possible. While one of the team members is away from the boat the other angler cannot fish.   

 

3.13.- Once the boat is in the water, moving or not, it will maintain the necessary distance for the 

maneuver, observing the safety measures required and never at less than 10 meters. While fishing, either 

moving or not, the distance between boats must be 50 meters, and the first boat to arrive will have priority 

in that fishing area. The minimum distance between the boat and the lake shores will be 10 meters. 

 

3.14.- It is forbidden for any boat to pass another without a distance of at least 50 meters in the areas where 

this margin is possible. When not possible, the distance will be the maximum feasible, clearly signaling the 

maneuver and at an adequate speed.   

 

3.15.- Anglers must wear a life jacket all times the boat’s motor is running. 

 

4.- TOURNAMENT CONTROL 

4.1.- There will be 15 Control Officers aboard the boats. During day one they will board boats chosen at 

random or on a discretionary basis by the organization. During day two they will board the top 15 boats of 

day one. Control Officers will carry video cameras to record the fish kept in the livewells or any other 

detail the organization might deem important. Some of them can be professional camera crew members for 

media coverage.  
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4.2.- The compartments and livewells of every boat will be inspected before launching, so participating 

teams are required to collaborate in the task as their vehicle approaches the checkpoint by removing the 

transom saver and the boat cover, and having compartments and livewells open. Teams reaching the 

checkpoint without complying with these requirements will leave the line and give way to other boats.  

 

4.3.- During fishing hours there will be 4 boats of the organization carrying out random controls of the 

participating vessels. Any duly accredited organization member (“Organización”) can board a boat to 

check the fish caught.  

 

4.4.- At any other time the organization can request to inspect the livewell, compartments or any other 

material on the boat or belonging to the boat of any participant. Refusing or encumbering these inspections 

can result it disqualification.  

 

5.- AID AND RESCUE 

5.1.- Any team participating in the tournament must aid other teams asking for help, while fishing or not.   

 

5.2.- When a boat asks another boat for help they will keep a distance of 25 meters until the gravity of the 

situation is assessed.  

 

5.2.1.- If the situation is not extremely serious, and the physical integrity of the aided boaters is not at risk, 

the crew of the boat that is coming to the aid of the other vessel must report the situation to a boat from the 

organization. Once the boat of the organization is in the area and their collaboration is not necessary, the 

team that intended to give aid can continue in the tournament. 

 

5.2.2.- If the situation is of extreme gravity, the crew of the boat that intends to give aid must approach the 

boat in danger and act consequently within the given situation until the problem is completely solved. Once 

the aid or collaboration is no longer necessary, the team can return to the tournament and the time lost will 

be compensated at the discretion of the Tournament Judge. 

 

5.3.- Receiving aid from the ground, or from another boat, or approaching another vessel is not allowed, 

except for that of the Judge and in situations of aid and rescue.   
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5.4.- Boats must arrive at the dock by their own means, except in case of emergency as detailed in the 

following section, aided by a boat of the organization.  

5.5.- During the tournament, the boats can only come to port in the following cases:  

•  Medical emergency 

•  Mechanical emergency 

•  Any other emergency or incident that the organization member controlling the port decides to allow 

 

 6.- FISHING TACKLE AND SAILING 

6.1.- During fishing each angler can use just one rod and its reel, but is allowed to have other rods set up 

aside.  

 

6.2.- Team members are allowed to use of landing nets.  

 

6.3.- The use of stringers is forbidden.  

 

6.4.- Only artificial baits are permitted; using natural baits, live or dead, is forbidden.  

 

6.5.- Using scents, oils or essences, only artificial ones, to impregnate the baits or lures is permitted.  

 

6.6.- Using any kind of flours, pastes, dough, baits, scents, essences, oils, colors, etc. to cast in the water to 

attract fish is forbidden.  

 

7.- CLASSIFICATION 

7.1.- Scoring is based on the weight of the fish caught, at one point per gram.   

7.2.- The final classification will be the sum of the grams of the fish weighed-in during the two days of the 

tournament. These grams will be translated into points that will give the final score of the tournament.  

 

7.2.1.- Ties will be resolved by the following criteria:  
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 1st- Highest weight of catch  

2nd- The lowest number of valid catches  

3rd- The  sum of the weight of the two largest catches of each day 4th- Draw among teams 

 

7.3.- In any other circumstance not reflected in these rules, the regulations for Black Bass Boat Fishing 

Tournaments established by the Federación Española de Pesca y Casting (Spanish Federation of Fishing 

and Casting) will apply.  

 

8.- PENALTIES 

8.1.- The failure of a team to attend any of the days of the tournament means that the team forgoes 

participating, and will be totally and immediately disqualified.  

 

8.2.- If dead, damaged or small fish are presented for weighing, their weight will be deducted from the total 

weight of the remaining catches.  

 

8.3.- Dead or damaged fish belonging to a team can be considered to be occasional, but if the organization 

observes negligence, mistreatment and poor maintenance of fish, the team will be disqualified.  

 

8.4.- Not respecting the speed limit in the Poblado de Cíjara Bay, when not dangerous for people or 

boating, will entail a loss of 25% of the weigh-in points for that day. If the organization considers the speed 

to be dangerous, this will be cause for total disqualification from the tournament.   

 

8.5.- Dangerous maneuvers, speeding or reckless actions during the tournament may lead to penalties 

imposed by the Tournament Committee, which can go from a 30% discount over the weigh points of that 

day to the total disqualification from the tournament. 

 

8.6.- Fishing is not allowed in the Poblado de Cíjara Bay area, and non-compliance with this rule will lead 

to a deduction of 20% from the weigh-in points of that day.   

 

8.7.- Once the tournament ends for that day, every minute of delay will result in a penalty of 100 grams. If 

a boat returns over 15 minutes late the team will be disqualified for that day.  
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8.8.- If a team or one member of the team fails to attend either day, the team will be disqualified from the 

tournament. Only for force majeure circumstances, and with the authorization of the organization, can one 

of the anglers fail to participate on day two.   

 

8.9.- Any team that refuses to let an organization member aboard the boat will be disqualified.  

 

8.10.- Any team that refuses to let one of the control judges aboard the boat will be disqualified.  

 

8.11.- All the teams must hand in the control card even if they have no catches. Failing to do so will entail 

the total loss of the points for the catches of that day.  

 

8.12.- Failing to comply with these rules and regulations will result in total disqualification from the 

tournament.   

 

8.13.-  In order to locate the boats correctly it is mandatory for the teams to place the sticker with the team 

number in the rear of the motor. If this requirement is not followed when the tournament has already 

started, the organization will impose a penalty of 500 grams for that day.   

 

9.- PROTESTS 

9.1.- Protests or claims must be addressed to the Tournament Committee within 60 minutes of the end of 

day one or within 30 minutes of the end of day two. After this time, protests will not be accepted. 

 

9.1.1.- Protests or claims must be supported by substantial evidence of the events.  

 

9.1.2.- Claims related to scoring, punctuality or weight must be presented with the control card signed by 

the Judge. 

 

Madrid, 18 May 2015   


